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Background 
 

According to the study “Addressing women’s
needs for financial education” carried out by the
OECD and the International Network on
Financial Education (INFE), in most EU countries
women are less aware of financial education than
men. The gender gap is particularly significant
when it comes to financial literacy. Less educated
women and those with low incomes suffer most
from this situation due to the obstacles they face
in accessing economic and financial opportunities
The pandemic of Covid 19 further enhanced the
gender gap related to male and female literacy
and employment opportunities. According to the
annual report of the Ombudsperson for gender
equality in Croatia, the consequences of the
epidemic have disproportionately affected
women who lost their jobs in this period by 37%
more than men. In addition, women survivors of
gender-based violence were oftentimes under the
control of their abusive partner and had no
access to family finances or financial planning.
Therefore, there is an evident need for better
financial education and literacy for vulnerable
women from particular economic and social
backgrounds. Through education on financial
literacy women survivors will be empowered to
gain more confidence in their own decision-
making and to make independent decisions in
their day-to-day expenses and managing
finances. 

Objectives 
 

The main goal of the project is to foster
economic and social empowerment of
vulnerable women survivors of intimate
partner violence though trainings on financial
management and literacy. 

Specific objectives of the project are:
1. to provide theoretical and practical tools
necessary for enhancing the capacities of racy
of women living in vulnerable situations and
economic and/or social difficulties;
2. to improve their knowledge on finances,
especially those related to the management
of own money and savings;
3. to strengthen women's self-esteem and their
active participation in economic and financial
processes within the community;
4. to raise community awareness of women's
financial literacy needs.

Duration
The project will last 12 months 

(1/4/2022- 31/3/2023)



Target groups
Main target group of the project are vulnerable women, especially young widows or single
mothers, survivors of gender-based violence (GBV), less educated women and those with low
incomes. 16 women from Croatia and Italy will attend two trans-national courses on financial
literacy and management in the course of the project. Most of these women were also
victims of economic violence, and were not given the opportunity to manage family finances.
When they leave the abusive partners women survivors are particularly vulnerable and have
no experience related to financial management, budget planning and savings plan. Indirect
target groups of the project are organizations (such as NGOs, CSOs, networks) who
support vulnerable women and advocate for their rights, as well as European citizens.

Partners 
The project is implemented by:
- Autonomous Women's House Zagreb 
 is a women-led non-profit organization from Croatia whose mission is to provide support
and help to women who have survived intimate partner an domestic violence and their
children thorough services in the shelter and the counselling centre and to empower women’s
position in the society.
- PROGEU 
is a non-profit organization from Italy operating in the field of national and European
planning and development. PROGEU's mission is linked to the promotion of European
values, such as respect for human dignity and human rights, freedom, democracy, equality
and the rule of law.
- Observo APS 
is a non-profit organization from Italy which aims at endorsing social and individual
progress through a wide range of action from gender balance to self-awareness promotion,
antibullying and school-dropout prevention.

Results
Expected outcomes and results of the project are:
- better knowledge of theoretical and practical tools related to financial issues and money
management and saving in the daily-life;
- acquisition of competences to make informed decisions in the economic and financial field,
as well as to make the best use of money;
- enhanced self-esteem of women participating in the activity;
- improved capacity of women to actively participate in their economic and social context;
- increased awareness and knowledge of the community and EU citizens on women's
financial literacy needs.
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Contacts:

info@observo-onlus.org - observo.onlus@pec.it
azkz@azkz.hr
info@progeu.org

This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be
held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.
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